Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




'3 



HL 




THE PHILOSOPHY 



A HAPPY FUTURITY. 



BY WILLIAM MERRY, Eett. 



Tbere, where a Uv torn shrubs the place 
The tillage preacher's modest mimsioQ ra 

And as a bird each fond endeanaeDt tries 
To tempt its oew fledged offspring to thee 
He tried each art, reproved each dull deli 
Allured to brighter worids and led the way. 
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PREFACE. 

Great has been the difficulty in the author's mind, as to the 
propriety of affixing his name to a dissertation of this nature. 
In thus embodying, during the leisure of the past summer, the 
thoughts of years, he found encouragement as he proceeded, 
in the determination, at least, of concealment, in the event of 
publication. He persuaded himself that his being a layman 
rendered less needful, and that humility /ordacfe, his being 
made known to the public. But on mature reflection there 
seemed reason to fear, that cloaked under excuses apparently 
good, there might lurk vanity rather than humility; pride 
shrinking from criticism. He remembered also, that much 
error there well might be, mingled with what had only gobd 
for its object, and that it was, therefore, important that the 
evil of such error, in so serious a matter, should lose all hurt- 
ful influence by being traced to its author. He dared not risk 
the home application of this sentence, "Whosoever shall be 
ashamed of Me and of My words, of him shall the Son of Man 
be ashamed when He cometh in the glory of His Father with 
the holy an gels." He was conscious that men do draw back 
from the avowal of their religious opinions. He felt that the 
wish to throw the shield of secrecy round the deep convictions 
of his own mind, implied a want of moral courage ; and he 
thought, finally, that it became him as a Christian soldier and 
gentleman, firmly to plant his colours, and by God's help to 
abide by them. 

SHINEFIELD, BEKKS. 
Nov. 19, 1839. 
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CHAPTER I. 



" We look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen, for the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal." — 
2 Cor. iv. 18. 

Futurity ! how vast the range of thought that 
single word opens to our view. Vast indeed, for 
it is without horizon. We are about to raise the 
calm and steadfast eye of faith and hope, through 
and beyond time, into eternity. Let us call to 
mind the angeVs admonition, '* Put off thy shoes 
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground.*'* Let the shade of true 
humility be upon our brow lest our gaze be dazzled ; 
and not for one moment let our right hand quit 
the open page of Divine Truth, lest imagination 
wander. May light from that sacred page be shed 
upon our hearts, that reading we may learn, and 
as we learn believe, and believing prove, that not 

*£xod. iii. 5. 



in vain for us has the command been given to 
" Search the Scriptures."* 

When we remember that the whole human race, 
in one constantly flowing tide, are year by year 
drawing nearer towards a new state of existence 
which is inevitable, and will be eternal, well might 
enquiry into the nature of that exisitence be felt to 
be most deeply important, even were it of remote ex- 
pectation ; but when we are sensible, that ere another 
sun goes down, we ourselves may be among those 
summoned, and are therefore at all times on the 
threshold of eternity, how momentous does the 
interest become. Wisely, then, may we seek to 
obtain as near and correct a view, as is permitted, 
of that futurity so soon to be the present. Grate- 
fully should we rejoice, if, step by step, we find the 
prospect before us increasing in beauty and ma- 
jesty as we proceed, and full of comfort, of conso- 
lation and encouragement will it be, should we 
perceive the apprehension of death grow hourly 

more faint, and his certain approach become wel- 
come rather than fearful, as the sublime hopes 
and promises of immortality and happiness in- 
crease in strength and earnestness. 

• John V. 39. 
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Will it be said that such study is beyond man's 
understanding ? Here is the answer, " It is tho 
privilege and distinguishing character of a 
rational being to be able to look forward into 
futurity, and to consider his actions not only 
with respect to the present advantage or disad- 
vantage arising from them, but to view them in 
their consequences through all the parts of 
'^ time, in which himself may possibly exist. If 
** therefore we value the privilege of being reason- 
^^ able creatures, the only way to preserve it is to 
*' make use of it ; and by extending our views 
'' into all the scenes of futurity in which we our- 
'* selves must bear a part, to lay the foundation 
" of solid and durable happiness."* 

One word more. This is addressed to believers 
only ! To the infidel I would briefly write, but in 
characters of living fire, if it were possible, " Nay 
but, O Man, who art thou that repliest against God ? 
Shall the thing formed say to Him that fermed it, 
why hast thou made me thus ?"t '^ Shall the clay 
say to Him that fashioneth it, what makest thou? 
Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker !*':{ 

* Sherlock. f Rom. iz. 20. : Is. xIt. 9. 
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Can everlasting truth be made untruth by thine 
unbelief ? Does the light cease to be light because 
the blind man says " I see not ?'* Thou preferest 
to be as the beasts that perish ; the option is not 
given thee. It might please thee to forego the 
possibility of happiness so thou escape the possi- 
bility of punishment ; but, the body only can die ; 
thy soul must live, whether thou wouldst have it 
so or not. Oh ! choose then^ for thou canst, while 
there is time, between lasting peace and endless 
anguish : the anguish of comprehending too late 
the mercy thou hast despised, the glorious state 
of being thou hast thrown from thee ! 

Now to ourselves. As christians we acknow- 
ledge our position on earth to be that of pilgrims, 
journeying, as the children of Israel journeyed, by 
a prolonged wandering, through the desert to 
their promised land. That this our mortal state 
is a necessary condition of immortality, even as 
the huthble chrysalis, is that, of a creature full of 
life and beauty : that our present existence is 
one in which we are not to look for happiness, be- 
cause this is not our abiding place, but for trial, 
rather, because only by trial can faith in God's 
promises be shewn. But we are assured of assist- 



ance in the hour of difficulty and danger : that 
we shall not be tried beyond our strength ; and 
that everlasting happiness will be the reward of 
steadfast and cheerful obedience. We are made 
reasonable beings that we may duly understand 
all this ; and have received from time to time all 
needful instruction from the prophets^ from divine 
lips and example^ and from the apostles. Knowing 
all these things, we profess to think of this world 
only as a preparation for a better, and to rejoice 
in the blessed hope before us. 
And here a question arises : — 
Do we rejoice in this blessed hope ? 
You, under whose eye this enquiry falls, I ask you 

to pause, and with " wandering thoughts called 
home," to put to yourself the question, ''What is 
my precise and definite belief as to a future state 
of existence, and in what degree do I find present 
thoughts and actions influenced thereby ?" To 
your better self only would I wish the answer 
given. 

Will it be denied by any, whose years have 
brought experience of their own thoughts, or 
those of others, that Christians there are, so called, 
who may be said to submit, to be resigned to. 
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rather tJbaa to believe, and hope for eternal life ? 
The jffoof being, that> if in their pow^, they would 
postpone the hour of death indefinitelj, as they 
do the thoughts of it, and live on here, in sick- 
ness and sorrow, and under all the privations 
of age and infirmity, anything, rather than die ! 

If this be so, should it be so ? And wherefore 
is it so ? The answer must come from divine 
truth, " my people doth not consider."* 

Surely not I fiise^ heartily in earnest in tempo- 
ral engagements, pleasures of a day, or but the 
hour even, how is it that while acknowledging, 
as we do, anticipation to be often of more worth 
than reality, the most sublime anticipation of all, 
the reality of which cannot fall short of expecta- 
tion, finds no room in our minds, and exercises 
no cheering influence in our hearts ? Who has 
not some object in prospect to which distance 
lends its enchantment? The ladder of ambition 
to be climbed in public life ; the marrying and 
giving in marriage ; the meeting of long absent 
friends ; the thousand pleasant dreams of social 
life, rarely realized, but full of glowing hope, and 
earnest feeling. To these, our earthly objects, 

" •IB. i. 3. 
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with what anxiety^ what pleasure do we look for- 
ward. Do we trace in our minds the same " pleas- 
ing hope> the fond desire, the longing after im- 
mortality?*' Do we feel through all the clouds 
of earth and earthly feelings, the settled sunshine 
of heaven in our hearts? No doubt there are 
those who do — ^yet, are they the few or the many ? 
And why should not all, seeing that the gracious 
promises of God are made equally to all, without 
distinction of persons, on the sole condition of 
love to Him, shewn, as it only can be shewn, by 
obedience to His will, and faith in the redeeming 
mercy of our blessed Saviour. It would seem to 
follow, that such promises are either not under* 
stood, or not regarded. 

Can they be disregarded ? 

Let it be our present object, therefore, to con- 
isider, what these promises are, (rather than how 
they may be obtained) and with this purpose, 
examine those texts of holy scripture which 
appear more particularly to have reference to a 
future state, and which have here been brought 
together under one view. It is a body of evidence 
which will richly repay our fixed and devoted 
attention. 
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Turning first to the Gospel of St. Matthew, we 
read, 

Matt. V. 3. " Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
their*s is the kingdom of heaven/* 
8. " Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God."* 
10. ''Blessed are they which are persecu- 
ted for righteousness sake : for their*s 
is the kingdom of Heaven." 
11, 12. " Blessed are ye, when men shall re- 
vile you, and persecute you, and shall 

^ * Difficult indeed is it for finite minds to comprehend, even 
remotely, the happiness involved in this promise, for ** no man 
hath seen God at any time." We can but approach its con- 
ception through the imperfect medium of earthly feelings, 
but these may teach us something. The holy psalmist has 
written, "My soul thirsteth for God, the living God." " Like 
as the hart desireth the water brooks, so longeth my soul after 
thee, O God ! " My soul is athirst for God, yea even for the 
living God ; when shall I come to appear before the presence 
of God/' (Ps. xlii.) And even among the less ^fted of man- 
kind, what heart is a stranger to some paramount afiection, 
some earnest and longing desire to see, and intense happiness 
in seeing, one fellow being at least, in the sphere of our social 
relations P And may we not reason thus, that by as much as 
the boundless love and perfection of our Heavenly Father and 
Creator are necessarily and immeasurably above those of the 
best among His creatures, by so muck must the happiness con- 
veyed in the expression of seeiag God, be transcendantly 
beyond anything within the range of human experience, and 
therefore, also, by so much the more to be desired, and looked 
forward to. 
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Mat V. 1 1^12. say all manner of evil against you, 
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad : for great is your re- 
ward in heaven." 

19. " Whosoever shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach 
men so, he shall be called the least 
in the kingdom of heaven : but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, 
the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.** 

vi.4,6, 18. "Thy Father which seeth in secret, 
shall reward thee openly.*' 

20. "Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven." 

vii. 2. "With what judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged : and with what mea- 
sure ye mete, it shall be measured 
unto you.'* 
11. "If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto yoiu: children, 
how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give good things 
to them that ask Him." 

21. "Not every one that saith unto me 
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Mati. yii. 2K Lord> Lord^ diall enter into the king- 
dom of heaveft; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in 
heaven." 

ix. 13. ''Go ye and learn what that mean- 
eth, ' I will have mercy and not 
sacrifice :' (Hosea vi. 6.) for I am 
not come to eall the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.*' 
29. "According to your faith be it unto 
you." 

X. 32. *' Whosoever shall confess me before 
men, him will I confess also before 
my Father which is in heaven.*' 
40 to 42. ''He that receiveth you receiveth 
me, and he that receiveth me re- 
ceiveth Him that sent me. He 
that receiveth a prophet in the 
name of a prophet shall receive a 
prophet's reward; and he that re- 
ceiveth a righteous man in the name 
of a righteous man shall receive 
a righteous man's reward. And 
whosoever shall give to drink unto 
one of these little ones a cup of cold 
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Mait, X. 40 water only in tbe name of a disei- 
to 42. ple» verily I say unto you^ he shall 
in no wise lose his reward. 

xi. 28 to 30. ^'Comeumto me, all ye that lahour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me ; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls* For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light, 
xii. 20. ''A bruised reed shall He not break, 
and smoking flax shall He not 
quench." 
31, 32. ''All manner o^ sin and blasphemy 
shall be forgiven unto men : but 
the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto 
men. And whosoever speaketh a 
word against the Son of Man, it shall 
be forgiven him : but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven him, neither 
in this world, neither in the world 
to come." 
35 to 37. " A good man out of the good trea- 
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Matt. xii. 35 sure of the heart bringeth forth 
to 37. good things : and an evil man out 
of the evil treasure bringeth forth 
evil things. But I say unto you, 
that every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account there- 
of in the day of judgment. For 
by thy words thou shalt be justi- 
fied^ and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned." 
49, 50. ''And He stretched forth his hand 
toward his disciples, and said. 
Behold my mother and my bre- 
thren ! For whosoever shall do the 
will of my Father which is in hea- 
ven, the same is my brother, and 
sister, and mother." 

xiii. 38 to 43 '' The field is the world : the good 
seed are the children of the king- 
dom ; but the tares are the children 
of the wicked one : the enemy that 
sowed them is the devil; the har- 
vest is the end of the world ; and 
the reapers are the angels. As there- 
fore the tares are gathered and burned 
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MatLx\ii,3S in the fire; so shall it be in the end 
to 43. of this world. The Son of Man shall 
send forth His an^Is, and they shall 
gather out of His kingdom all things 
that ofltend, and them which do ini- 
quity ; and shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire : there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. Then shall 
the righteous shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. 
45, 46. *' The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a merchant man seeking goodly 
pearls : who, when he< had found one 
pearl of great price, went and sold 
all that he had, and bought it. 
47 to 49. " The kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a net, that was east into the sea, 
and gathered of every kind : which, 
when it was full, they drew to shore, 
and sat down, and gathered the good 
into vessels, but east the bad away. 
So shall it be at the end of the world : 
' the angels shall come forth, and sever 

the wicked from among the just. 
xvi.26, 27. "What is a man profited, if he shall 

B 
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Matt,XYi.26, gain the whole worlds and lose his 
2*7. own soul? or what shall a man 

give in exchange for his soul ? For 
the Son of Man shall come in the 
glory of His Father with His angels ; 
and then He shall reward every man 
according to his works. 

xviii. 1 to 5. '' At the same time came the disciples 
unto Jesus, saying, who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven? And 
Jesus called a little child unto Him, 
and set him in the midst of them, and 
said, verily I say unto you, except ye 
be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as 
this little child, the same is greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. And 
whoso shall receive one such little 
child in my name receiveth me. 
10. '^ Take heed that ye despise not 
one of these little ones; for I 
say unto you, that in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face 
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MaLxviiulO, of My Father which is in heaven.* 
xxii. 30. " In the resurrection they neither mar- 
ry, nor are given in marriage, but are 
as the angels of God in heaven." 
31, 32. ** But as touching the resurrection of 
the dead, have ye not read that which 
was spoken unto you by God, saying, 
I am the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Ja- 
cob ? God is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living." 

* On this verse Bishop Porteus has the following beautiful 
remark which cannot be out of place here. " One thing is 
most clearly proved," he observes, " by this text, as it is con- 
firmed by a multitude of others, namely, the doctrine not 
only of a general but of a particular providence, which, 
either by ministering angels, or by the all-comprehending, 
and omnipotent eye of God himself, watches over those true 
disciples of Christ, who approach most nearly to the humility, 
" the meekness, the innocence, and the simplicity of a child." 
It may be added, that whoever would deny this proposition, 
should be prepared to shew, at what period of after life, the 
angel permitted to watch over our infancy withdraws his care. 
Is it during the strong temptations of early youth, or amid the 
trials of manhood, that such care is less needful P Is the help- 
less, but mortal body, of the child, of more worth than t^e 
not less weak and erring, but immortal soul of the man? 
When do we cense to he dependant^ utterly dependant, on the 
Creator and Preserver of all mankind ? It may be conceived, 
that the more we succumb to the evil temptings of our great 
arch enemy, the more faint may become the counteracting 
influence of a heavenly spirit, but one is reluctant to believe a 
ministering watchfulness so benign, so needed, is entirely lost 
at any period of our lives. 

b2 
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Afa/.xxv.34. '' Then shall the King say unto them 
on his right hand^ Come ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world." 
46. " These shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment: but the righteous in- 
to life eternal." 

Mark. The same instruction in very similar 

words will be found in this gospeU 
and is therefore not repeated here. 

Luh vi. 20. ** Blessed be ye poor ; for your's-is the 
kingdom of God." 
23. "Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy : for, behold, your reward is great 
in heaven." 
35. '' Love ye your enemies, and do good, 
and lend, hoping for nothing again ; 
and your reward shall be great, and 
ye shall be the children of the high- 
est." 
36 to 38. '* Be ye merciful as your Father also 
is merciful. Judge not, and ye shall 
not be judged : condemn not, and ye 
shall not be condemned : forgive, and 
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Luke iv. 36 ye shall be forgiven : give^ and it 
to 38. shall be given unto you ; good mea- 
sure, pressed down, shaken together, 
and running over, With the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall 
be measured unto you again/' 
vii. 28. ** For I say unto you, among those that 
are born of women there is not a 
greater prophet than John the Bap- 
tist : but he that is least in the King- 
dom of God is greater than he.*' 
ix. 26. ** Whosoever shall be ashamed of Me 
and of my words, of him shall the Son 

t 

of Man be ashamed, when He shall 
come in His own glory, and in His 
Father's and of the holy angels." 
xii. 8. " Whosoever shall confess Me before 
men, him shall the Son of Man also 
confess before the angels of God." 
32. '' Fear not, little flock ; for it is your 
Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom." 
xiv. 14. '' Thou shalt be recompensed at the 
resurrection of the just." 

b3 
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Lvie XY. 7. ** Joy shall be ia Heaven over <me sin- 
ner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine jost persons, which 
need no repentance.'* 
10. ** There is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth." 

zx. 35 to 36. ''They which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the 
resurrection firom the dead, neither 
marry^ nor are given in marriage: 
neither can they die any more : for 
they are eqoal nnto the angels ; and 
are the children of God, being the 
children of the resurrection." 
zziii. 43. " And Jesus said unto him. Verily I 
say unto thee. To day shalt thou be 
with me in Faradise." 

John iii. 13. " No man hath ascended up to Hea- 
ven, but He that came down Irom 
Heaven, even the Son of Man.*' 
15. ''That whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal 
life." 
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John iii. 16^ " God so loved the world, that He 
17. gave His only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be 
saved." 
18. *' He that believeth on Him is not 
condemned, but he that believeth not 
is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God." 
36. '' He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life : and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life ; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him." 
V. 24. "Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that 
heareth My word, and believeth on 
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting 
life; and shall not come into condem- 
nation ; but is passed from death nnto 
life. 
28, 29. " Marvel not at this : for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in 

b4 
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John V. 28, the gruve jsihall hear His voice^ and 

29. 9hall i>ovm forth ; th^y that have done 

good^unto the resurrection of life ; and 

tb?y that bav^ dwe evil, unto the 

res^rneotion of damnation." 

vi. 35. '' Aj»d Jeaus »aid Wto ibem, I am the 

br^ad of U& : he that eometh to Me 

shall never hunger ; Aod he that be- 

lieveth on M^ sb^U «i&ver tUrst/' 

37. '* Him that coi»9th to Me I will in no 

wise oast out." 
40. '* And this is the n^ill of Him that sent 
Me, that every oae which seeth the 
B(m» mA beliaveth on Him, may have 
everlasting life : aad I will raise him 
up at the last day."* 
viii. 51, " Vierily, v^Dy, I say iMato you, if a 
mAA keep my saying, he jibaU never 
see desatb." 

X. 14, 16. '' I am the good Shepherd, and know 
My sheep, and am known of mine. 



* ** And Thomas answered and said unto ^m, my Lord and 
my Godj Jesus ^aith tp him, Thomas, because than h^t seen 
Me, (hoii hast be'Mered : blessed are they that have not seen, and 
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John X. 14> As the Father know^th Me> even so 
13. know I the Father : and I lay down 

My life for the sheep. 
27, 88. ** My »heep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me : and I give 
unto them eternal life ; and they shall 
pever periab> neither shall any plack 
th4»m put of My band." 

29. '' My Father^ whiab gave them Me, is 
greater than Ml ; &i^d none is able 
to plfij^k tb^EQ out of My Father's 
tend/' 

30. ** I find My Fitter are one." 

jd. 21, 23 '* Th^ 9ai4 ^(artha unto Jesus, Lord, 
tp ^. i( Tho^ h/^dst been here, my brother 
bad not died. Jeaus aaith unto her, 
tby bmtb^r shall rise again. Martha 
s^th iinfx) Him, I fcoow that he shall 
rif^e a^n in the resiirrection at the 
Jast day. Jei^us «aid unto her, I am 
tbe rosuiT^QtiPn, aii4 the life : he that 
bdievetb in Me, iJ^pugb he were dead, 
yet .shall he )iv# : and whosoever 
liv^tb apd beVevetbio Me shall never 
die/' 
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John xii. 26. ''Where I am, there shall also My 
servant be : if any man serve Me, him 
will My Father honor." 
xiv. 1 to 3. *' Let not your heart be troubled : ye 
believe in Gk)d, believe also in Me. 
In My Father's house are many man- 
sions : if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you. And I will come again, and 
receive you unto Myself ; that where 
I am, there ye may be also." 
zvii. 11. ''And nowl (Jesus Christ) am no more 
in the world, but these are in the 
world, and I come to Thee. Holy 
Father, keep through Tlune own name 
those whom Thou hast given Me, that 
they may be one, as We are." 
20, 21. "Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on 
Me through their word; that they all 
may be one ; as Thou, Father, art in 
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may 
be one in Us." 
24. " Father, I will that they also, whom 
Thou hast given Me, be with Me 
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John xvii. where I am ; that they may behold My 
24. glory, which Thou hast given Me : for 

Thou lovedst Me before the founda- 
tion of the world." 
Rom. ii. 6 to '' Gk)d will render to every man ac- 
10. cording to his deeds : to them who by 

patient continuance in well doing 
seek for glory and honor and immor- 
tality, eternal life: butunto them that 
are contentiousi and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguish, upon every soul ofman that 
doeth evil. But glory, honor and peace, 
to every man that worketh good." 
11. ''There is no respect of persons with 
God." 
v. 1. ''Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.*' 
6. " When we were yet without strength, 
in due time Christ died for the un- 
godly." 
7 to 9. " Scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die : yet peradventure for a good 
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Rom. y; 7. man some would even dare to die. 
to 9. But God eonnQende^h his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Much more then, 
being now justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through 
Him." 

vi. ^3. " Th9 wages of sin is death ; but the 
gift of Ood is eternal life through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord.'* 

viii. 1. ^' There is therefore now no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ 
Jeaas, who walk not ^fter the flesh, but 
after the spirit." 
16, 17, ^'The spirit itself beareth witness 
with 09r spirit, that we are the chil- 
dren of God : and if children, then 
heirs ; heirs of God, i^nd joint heirs 
w^th Qhrist; if so be t^at we sufler 
with Him, that we n^ay be also glori- 
fied together." 
13. ^' The sy^rings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in 
us." 
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RofnMii.19. ** The earnest expectation of the 
creature waiteth for the manifestation 
of the sons of God." 

21. ''The creature itself also shall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God." 

26. " Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities : for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought : but the 
spirit itself maketh intercession for 
us." 

32. " He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give 
us all things.*' 
X. 9. " If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raided Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.**' 

The first Epistle to the CorintUans. 
1 Cor, ii. 9. '' Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart 

* Examine 12th and following chapters of St. Paul's EpistU 
to the Romans, in connexion with this promise. 
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1 Cor. iL 9. of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love Him.*' 
XV. 22. *' For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.** 

35 to 55, 57, *^ Bnt some man will say. How are the 
58. dead raised up ? and with what body 

do they come? Thoa fool, that 
which thou sowest is not qoickened, ex- 
cept it die : and that which thoa sow- 
est, thoa sowest not that body that 
shall be, but bare grain, (it may chance 
of wheat or of some other grain:) 
but God giveth it a body as it hath 
pleased Him, and to every seed his 
own body. All flesh is not the same 
flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another flesh of beasts, another 
of fishes, and another of birds. 
There are also celestial bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial ; bat the glory of the 
celestial is one, and the glory of the 
terrestrial is another. There is one 
glory of the sun, and another glory of 
moon, and another glory of the stars : 
for one star diflereth from another 
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1 Cor. XV. 35 star in glory. So also is the resur- 
to 55,57, rection of the dead. It is sown in 
58. corruption ; it is raised in incorrup- 

tion ; it is sown in dishonour ; it is 
raised in glory : it is sown in weak- 
ness; it is raised in power: it is 
sown a natural body : it is raised a 
spiritual body. There is- a natural 
body, and there is a spiritual body. 
And so it is written. The first man 
Adam was made a living soul; the 
last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit. Howbeit that was not first 
which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural ; and afterward that which is 
spiritual. The first man is of the 
earth, earthy : the second man is the 
Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, 
such are they also that are earthy : 
and as is the heavenly, such are they 
also that are heavenly. And as we 
have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image of the hea- 
venly. Now this I say, brethren, 
that flesh and blood cannot inherit 
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1 Cor. XV.35 the kingdom of God; neither doth 
to 55^57, corruption inherit incormption. 
68. Behold^ I shew you a mystery ; We 

shall not all sleep, hut we shall all he 
changed, in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, at the last trump : for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall he raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. For this corrup* 
tible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immort-ality. 
So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall'have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written. Death is swallowed up 
in victory. O death, where is thy 
sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? 
Thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, my beloved bre- 
thren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord." 
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7%e Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 
2 Cor, iii.18. ''We all, with open face beholding as 
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from 
' glory to glory.' *'* 
iv. 17, 18. " Our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
ry ; while we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things 
which are seen are temporal ; but the 
things which are not seen are eter- 
nal." 
V. 10. *' We must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ ; that every 
one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad." 

Epistle to the PhiUppians. 
Phil. i. 21, For to me to live is Christ, and to die 
23, 24. is gain. I am in a strait betwixt 
two, having a desire to depart, and to 

* AaHebralsEQi denoting a continued succession and increase 
of glory, 

c 
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Phil. i. 21, be with Christ ; which is far better : 

23, 24. nevertheless to abide in the flesh is 

more needful for you. 

iii.2l. " Who (Christ) shall change our vile 

body, that it may be fashioned like 

unto His glorious body/* 

First Epistle to the Thessalonians. 

Thess. iv. 16 ** For this we say unto you by the 
to 18. word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord shall not prevent (be before) 
thera which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout^ with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God : and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first : then 
we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air : and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words." 

2 77/71. iv.8. ^'Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
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2 Tim, iv. 8. me at that day : and not to me only^ 
but unto all them also that love his 
appearing.*' 

n. iii. 7. '' That being justified by His grace^ we 

should be made heirs according to the 

hope of eternal life." 
Jam, i. 12. '' Blessed is the man that endureth 

temptation : for when he is tried^ he 
shall receive the crown of life, which 
the Lord hath promised to them that 
love Him." 

1 Peter i. 3 *' Blessed be the God and Father of 

to 5. our Lord Jesus Christ, which accord- 
ing to His abundant mercy hath be- 
gotten us again unto a lively hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorrup- 
tible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time.'* 

2 Peier i. 4. " Whereby are given unto us exceed- 

ing great and precious promises : that 
by these ye might be partakers of the 

c 2 
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2 Pet, 1. 4, divine nature, haying escaped the 
corruptioathf^t is in th^ wprld through 
lust." 

iii. 10 to ** But, the day of the Lord will come. 
14. as a thief in the night ; in the which 

the heaye^s shall pass i^way with a 
gjre^t noise, ap^. the^ elomeAts sl^f^ll; 
melt wit^. fervent Ueat^ the earth also 
and thQ,.wQ^)c^ th^( ^^c^^ therein shall 
b^, hxixjitf, up. Se€^ii;ig;^ then that all 
these things sha)l bf (U^^lved, what 
mapper of; pei^sqns, pugUt ye to. he in. 
ajl hojly . cp^ycy:pa,tioA ajpi^ godliness ; 
lookiijig, fqr^aiV^ hASftinguijto the com- 
ing .of th^ day orGoi. Nevertheless 
w^^ according. to. f(i^. promise, look for 
n^^W jbes^yeqs ajji^ a^PLaye^eafth, wherein 
dwi^llethi J ngbljeousne;^^ Wherefore, 
bj^jipvpd^ seieio^ that, ye look for such 
things,, b|^ diligfe^^t th^t,ye may be 
fau/tid of ,H^n^ ia peace,, without spot, 
a^d bj^ijjslie89." 

1 flp. Jokf^^ ""Aifd this Js. thcj^.promiae thfilj^ He 
ii,^ 25,, haj^h jproipjised us, eYea.ptpmal life." 
28^ ''And now, littl^ . childjcfui, abide in 
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I kp. Jvhn Him ; dikt, ^H/Uen He shall a^pekr, 
li. 28. we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before Hhn." 
iii. 1,2. '^Bfefedld, What manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon lis, that 
we should be called the sons of God ! 
BeJoviffd, nowftre We the sons of Gfod; 
and it \!loih not yet appear what we 
shall be : but we know that, when He 
shall appear, we shall be like Him. 
Rev, ii. 7, " To him that overcometh will I give 
to eat of the tree of life, which is in 
the midst of the paradise of God.*' 
10. ** Be thou faithful unto death, and I 

will give thee a crown of life.** 
28. ^^ And I will give him the morning 
star.'* 
iii. 5. " He that overcometh, the same shall 
be clothed in white raiment ; and I 
will not blot out his name out of the 
book of life, but I will confess his 
name before my Father, and before 
His angels.** 
xiv. 13. '^ Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the 

c3 
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Eev.xiy, 13. Spirit^ that they may rest from their 
laboiirs; and their works do follow 
them." 
It would be presamptaoas in any to determine, 
as of authority, in what sense the latter part of 
Revelation^ on what is called the Millenium, may 
be received, and it is, therefore^ omitted here. 
Let not the blind lead the blind. 



4 



CHAPTER II. 

" Oh Death ! crowned Death. Pale steeded Death ! 
Whose name doth make our respiration brief. ^ 

Thoa of the shrouded face which to have seen 

Is to be very awful, like thyself.- 

Thou whom all flesh shall see. Thou whose dread call 

Changeth all beauty into what we fear, 

Changeth all glory into what we tread, 

Genius to silence, wrath to nothingness, 

And love — not love ! — ^thou hast no change for love ! 



Mine heart is armed not in panoply 
Of the old Roman iron, nor assumes 
The Stoic valour. 'Tis a human heart) 
And so confesses with a human fear. 
That only for the hope the cross inspires — 
That only for the man who died, and lives, 
Twould crouch beneath thy sceptre's royalty, 
With fiedntness of the pulse, and backward cling 
To life. But knowing what I soothly know, 
High seeming Death I dare thee ! and have hope, 
In Grod's good time, of showing to thy face. 
An unsuccumbing spirit, which sublime 
May cast away the low anxieties 
That wait upon the flesh, 
And enter that eternity to come 
Where live the dead, and only Death can die.'' 

Miss Barrett.* 
• Tnntlatress of the " Prometheas Bound," and authoress of the 

<* Seraphim," etc. 

" There are multitudes who pronounce a man a visionary, 
who speaks distinctly and joyfully of his future being, and of 
the triumph of the mind over bodily decay." — Channing, d. d. 

"Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness 
of speech." — 2 Cor, liL 12. 

c4 
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In the foregoing chapter we have before os, like 
a stream of lightj and life, the chief passages in the 
New Testament, which open to oar view that state 
of existence to which we are all hourly drawing 
nearer; to which all are inTited; apd in which 
all have the power of securing to themselves, 
through the mercy of oar blessed Redeemer, hap- 
piness to all eternity ; happiness such as " xtb 

HATH NOT 8BEN, NOR XAR HXABn, NOR HATH ENTSRBD 
INTO THB HEART OF MAN** TO CONCBnTE ; whcrC 
*' TEARS ARE WIPED FROM EVERT ETE, AND THERE 
SHALL BE NO MORE DBATH, NEITHER SORROW NOR 
CRTINO, NEITHER SHALL THEBB BE ANT MORE PAIN ;** 

where " sin and sorrow enter not ;*' where '* thb 

WICKED CBASB FROM TROUBLING AND THE WXART 

ARE AT RXST ;" where ** the righteous shall 

SHINE FORTH AS THB SUN ;** shall bc *' PARTAKERS 
OF THB DIVINE NATURE ;** shall be '' AS THB AN- 
GELS ; shall be '' equal to the angbls ;" and 
man*s " bartht image changbd to a hbavxnlt 
iMAGs;*' and his ''vile body fashion^ likb 
Christ's glorious body.** 

And is it from contemplation like this, lofty, 
ennobling, spirit stirring, as it is, that men draw 
back ? Can it be, that quick of apprehension, wise 
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in their generation as children of this worlds on 
matters relating to temporal interest, we are dull 
and insensible and apathetic, only, when the in- 
terests of eternity are in question ? That having 
eyes to see, in vain shines for us tie light thrown 
upon a future world by the holy gospel; in vain 
so glorious a beacon is held out, which should 
cheer, as well as illumine our path like the pillar 
of fire, which in old time guided the wanderings 
of the Israelites. 

Must we admit, that minds there are, choked 
by ''the care of this world and the deoeitfulness 
of riches," which would turn from heaven itself, 
and with a clinging love for earth, would fain live 
over again the years they have passed, chequered, 
as those years have probably been, with many 
follies if not much vice, many hours, thoughts 
and actions rather to be repented of than repeat- 
ed ; postponing always that consideration for the 
future, in which there is present and practical 
wisdom, as teaching the soul to soar hopefully 
and buoyantly through trials and afflictions that 
are comi^on to all. 

Let it not be supposed that a vain, a dreamy 
and imaginative disposition of mind is advocated. 
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This woald be a strange perversion of reason, for 
reason honestly consulted would shew, that medi- 
tation on our future condition as immortal beings, 
cannot fail to bring with it a sense of the deepest 
gratitude and 'admiration, humility, and love, to- 
wards the fountain of all goodness. Such feeling, 
by a natural consequence, would lead us to take 
heed to our ways lest in anything wejoffend. One, 
to whom we have so lktlei» offer. 

The best emotions of the heart would be His. 
Love towards Grod would, again as a consequence, 
create love to our neighbour, because it is His 
known desire ; and such love is the fulfilling of 
the law, because ''love worketh no ill to his neigh- 
bour," but breathes " peace, good-will towards 
man." Such love is the charity that " suffereth 
long, and is kind, that envieth not and is not 
puffed up, which rejoiceth in the truth, beareth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things.'* — Love and charity are one. 

If indeed, the disinclination to look forward to 
eternity arose, truly, from a sense of our own in- 
ability to obtain so great a reward, the plea — ap- 
parently that of humility, (an inseparable ingre- 
dient of the Christian mind,) would be in fact. 
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one implj^ing chiefly a want of reflection. For 
where is it written that man*s merit may win the 
prize of our High calling ? " Not unto us O Lord, 
not unto us^ but unto Thy name give the praise/** 
" The wages of sin is deaths but the gift of God 
is eternal life.'*t In the merit and expiation of 
our blessed Redeemer alone, is man's hope> and 
strength, and trust. That gracious Being, who, 
born before all worlds as God, was born in 
the world as man, taking upon Himself our 
nature, and being ''in all points tempted as 
we are," that He might be an example of all 
righteousness as He is the propitiation for all sins, 
in that He laid down His life for us. " Neither is 
there salvation in any other, for there i3 none 
other name under heaven given among men where- 
by we must be saved.*'t Rightly do we believe 
ourselves unprofitable servants, for thus is it 
written — *' So likewise ye when ye shall have done 
all those thing's that are commanded of you, say, we 
are unprofitable servants, we have done that 
which was our duty to do."|| And truly it needs 
but a moment's thought to satisfy us, that to de- 

* Psa. cxv. fl^n^* ^ 23< i ^ct8 iv. 12. 1| Luke zviL 10. 
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derve^ as of n riglit, or tx) be other than unprofit- 
able seryants, is impossible. Look abroad npon 
the earth, and consider its wonders, animate and 
inanimate. Then let us lift onr e3res aboVe and 
survey the heavens; the world of stars — ^stars 
themselves worlds. Let the telescope aid us to ex- 
tend our vision, and while thlis viewing as it Were 
a new creation, let us remember how imtch b^I re- 
ftuuM unseen. Let the microscope tinfold to 6Ur 
observation fresh wonders ; and then, if the mind 
be not stunned by facts so ovterwhelming, let us 
endeavour to bring home to our conception, that 
all we behold is the creation of one Supreme 
Being. 

** These are Thy glorioua works, I'arent of good, 
Thine this aniversal fnine thos wondnms fiur. 
Thyself how wondrous then !" — Milton, 

Profitable servants to such a Being ! Oh no ! 
Let no tinge of vain glory or self-righteousness 
stain the mind of Christian man striving to obeij 
his Creator and Benefaotor*^not one holy aspira* 
tion, one wish to do right, followed by earnest and 
honest endeavour to fulfil that wish, is lost upon 
Him to whom all hearts are open, all desires known 
and from whom no secrets are bid. Our Saviour 
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Himself has declared, that whosoever shall giv« a 
cup of cold water, only, in His name, shall in no 
wise- lose His reward. But every kindly act for 
the saocour and welfare of our fellow men, must 
have a.clear, distinoty a^d specific object to render 
it^ of value. It must be done '' for the honor and 
glqry of God ;** in obedience to His will ; not for 
the praise of man, though that will probably fol- 
low — we. should be '* always, abounding in> the 
work of, the. Lord*"— but, why ? as the only proof 
we caxi.i^ve of .qui:, loye . aixd faith ai^d' sincerity : 
ASf sucH^, a^^tl^Q be^, a^^sple.' testimony* in our 
powers to offer,, thaj^^.wearein^ earnest, our patient 
conti^ufinji^e in , w^U . doing, is raf^eptable to God. 
'' The.. Lord. ordei:eth a good man'd going and 
m^Jc^th his way a^eptable to Hims6lf."t Always, 
however, must it be true, that unprofitable ser- 
vants, we remain, because He who said " Let there 
be,, light, and there, was light,!' caanot need the 
puny arm of ma^ to execute His will, let that will 
be ^what it jnaj. 

Thus niiuch^ supposing th^ plea of conscious un- 
worthiness an.^Miet^ plea. But is it honest? Is 

* 1 Cot. zv. 58, t Pb. zuvii. 
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it not^ rather, one more proof that ** the heart is 
deceitful above all things/'* and forgetting that 
*' God is not mocked ;" that He is a " Discemer 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart, neither is 
there any creature that is not manifest in His 
sight : but all things are naked and opened unto 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do ;"t for- 
getting this, do we not deceive ourselves even to the 
extent of supposing we can thereby deceive God ? 
Do we not gloss over, under the plea of such •' un- 
worthiness,** the fact of our own apathy and dimcRna^ 
tion to endeavour to render ourselves less unworthy ? May 
it not« rather, be said that man compares himself with 
man, instead of applying to his heart the test of 
divine precept ; that he is habitually satisfied in 
thinking himself '' as good as his neighbour," fear- 
ful, if anything, of being righteous overmuch, if 
he exceed such standard of perfection ; and that 
the still small voice of conscience is lulled from 
time to time, with the resolution indefinitely post- 
poned, to hear more *^ of righteousness and tem- 
' perance and judgment to come,*' like Felix, at a 
" convenient season/* a few years hence.t 

• Jer. xvii. 9. f Heb. iv. 12. 

J And as he reasoned of righteousnessi temperancei and 
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*' Thou fool this night thy soul may be required 
of thee. — Luke xii. 20. 

If there are those to whom the body of text 
here given^ appears insufficient to satisfy the 
mind on many anxious points, to them I would say, 
what the known mercy and goodness of God ren- 
der unquestionable, that more knowledge would 
have been given had it been essential or beneficial 
for us. " If I have told you of earthly things, 
and ye believe not — how shall ye believe if I tell 
you of heavenly things."* But there are the 
Scriptures before us, and we are expected to study 
divine law with at least the same care and atten- 
tion we bestow on the words, phrases, and mean- 
ings of human law. 

Take for example on this point, our Saviour's 
reproach to that sect of the Jews, who, receiving 
the Books of Moses as Divine authority, refused 
to understand them as conveying a promise of 
life to come. " The same day came to Him the 
Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection." 
They imagine the case of a woman dying after 

judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, go thy 
way for this time, when I have a convenient season I will send 
for thee. — Acts xxiv. 25. 

*Johniii. 12. 
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having had seven hoshands, and abready triumph- 
ing in the supposition that the diffienlty was un- 
answerable, they enquire '* In the resurrection 
whose wife shall she be of the seven?** The 
answer they assumed to be impossible, was found 
to their shame and conviction. They are referred 
to a text in one of those very books on which they 
professed to rely» and are taught, that " I am the 
God of Abraham, and the Ood of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob/''*' shewed Abraham and the Patri- 
ardis to be then existing, and therefore to have 
risen from the dead^ — See Matt. xxii. 23 ; Mark 
xii. 18 ; Luke xx. 27. 

Hence then it is clear that the Jews were ex- 
pected to mark the difference (and deduce a most 
important inference) between a present and past 
tense> " I ^m the God of Abraham,'* are the words 
of the text, not I was. 

Again have we a lesson to the same purpcMrt, in 
the question put by our Saviour to the Pharisees,t 
'' What thii^ye of Christ? Whose Son is He? 
They say unto Him, The Son of David. He 

saith. unto them, How then doth David/ in spirit, 

— ■ ■ ■■.,..— 

* Bxod. ill. 6. f Matt. xxii. 42. 
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• 

call tiim Lordx sBjing,The Lord $ aid unto my Lord, 
sit Thoa on mj right hand, uiltil I make Thine ene- 
mies Thy footstool ?* If David then call Him 
Lord, how is He hk Son ? No man was able to 
answer Him a word, neither durst any man from 
that day forth ask Him any more questions/* 

With these' examples before us, impressively 
shewing the earnest and fixed attention due to the 
study of Holy Scripture^ let us not dare to complain, 
that the information we seek is not given, until we 
have first braced our minds to the task of carefully 
examining, and then humbly " pondering in our 
hearts," such instruction as we already have ; and 
thus also may we learn " therewith to be content.** 

In this spirit let us now proceed. 

*' That the dead are raised, even Moses shewed 
at the bush, when he calleth the Lord, the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob."t These are our Saviour's words. They 
were mercifully intended to enlighten the Sad- 
ducees, and not less may we find in them^ applica- 
tion to ourselves, and the subject before us. They 
answer an enquiry of unspeakable interest, arising 

• Ps. ex. t L^ke XX, 87. 
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oat of that verj text. " What becomes of man's 
spirit when no longer animating its mortal frame ?'* 
Thb Spirit utxs ! Abraham and his descen- 
dants who had died and were bniied^ still lived ; 
God was still their God, and so declared to be 
heeamse He is not the God of the dead, bnt of the 
living. If thus expliciUj enlightened as to a fact 
so solemn, a fiu^t believed by philosophic minds, 
before our Saviour's appearance on earth»* bnt the 



* It is always an enquiry full of interest, to ascertain what 
have been the religions opinions of different nations aud times ; 
and those of my readers, who are nnacqnainted with classical 
authors, may wish to be informed, that, although there exist 
no ancient writings approaching, even by many hundred years, 
the antiquity of the Bible, we know that 400 years pre- 
viously, down almost to ^e commencement of the Chris- 
tian era ; that is, fiom tiie age of Socrates, to that of Cicero, 
(omitting all uncertain mention of Pythagoras, a century 
earlier,) the immortality of the soul, and its happiness or 
misery after death, were reasoned upon and maintained. So- 
crates, when condemned to death by the thirty tyrants of 
Athens, for "not acknowledging the gods which the state 
acknowledged," and for ** introducing new divinities," passed 
his last moments in calm and confident argument with his 
friends, respecting the nature of the new and immortal exis- 
tence about to open to him: " I should be inexcusable," he 
observed, " in despising death, if I were not persuaded that it 
will conduct me into the society of great and good men;" and 
in reply to the question of his friend Crito, as to his burial, he 
says, " is it not strange, after all that I have said to convince 
you that I am going to the society of the happy, that Crito 
still thinks that this body, which will soon be a lifeless corpse, 
is Socrates P Let him dispose of my body as he pleases, but 
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confirmation of which we owe to Revelation, we 
next seek to know in whnt manner the spirit lives : 
let us first observe, that human knowledge on the 
subject may be expressed in these brief words, 
''The souls of the just are already in the hands of 
God, and it is certain that their bodies will be 
raised, and again united to them by His almighty 
power." — Dr. Hammond, 

Now it is to the first part of this sentence. 
The souls of the dead are already in the hands of 



let him not moam over it as if it were Socrates." So likewise, 
and in the same strain, does Cicero speak of death, as the 
glorious flay when he shall go into the great assembly of 
spirits, and shall be gathered to the best and bravest of man- 
kind who have died before him. 

That the human mind should thus have arrived by philoso- 
phical deduction, assisted probably by tradition, however faint 
and remote, gathered from the Egyptians and running back 
centuries to Mosaic origin, is not here brought forward, as an 
evidence of truth ; but as showing how gratefully sensible we 
should be, of the inestimable advantage enjoyed by the Chris" 
tian over the Heathen world. That prospect of futurity, which 
was dimly perceived, and by the most learned only ; the master 
minds of the Grecian and Roman empires ; is in this our day 
brought home with joyful certainty, to the cottage door of ^e 
humblest and the poorest. 

Their philosophy which Plato, and after him, Cicero, define 
to be " Scientia rerum Divinarum et humanarum cum causis," 
was a well conceived and pleasing Hypothesis ; but vouchsafed 
to us are immutable truths, established on the sure evidence 
of the Bible, and which are open to all who have ears to hear, 
the unlearned and the learned. 

d3 
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God," that I would invite consideration, for I can- 
not but think, that much of the reluctance with 
which mankind look forward to death, arises from 
want of reflection, a too undefined belief, a vague 
apprehension, as to the state of our released 
spirit. 

Had we no other guide than our own imperfect 
power of reasoning, we might, even thus, arrive at 
a calm conviction, that the Creator of the universe, 
whose mercy is over all His works, whether those 
works are a system of starry worlds, all revolving 
according to the law of a master hand, or the mi- 
nutest insect invisible to the naked eye, but cared 
for in its formation not the less marvellously, would 
not leave man's immortal spirit " to be imprisoned 
in the viewless winds," or to wander, without ob- 
ject or destination, round the precincts of that 
grave, which contains the decaying form it once 
animated. We might be firmly assured, that 
while the body 'is resolving itself into its original 
dust, awaiting the day of its resurrection, the far 
more important and essential part of man, his 
soul, which cannot die, is not without its appointed 
home in a new state of existence, when its allotted 
career on earth is accomplished. And as regards 
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the nature of that appointed home^ may not 
human reason go yet farther, without presumption^ 
on a subject of such momentous interest^ and say, 
shall He to whom a thousand years are as yester- 
day, and from whom no secrets are hid, shall He 
not judge wisely and mercifully for us at the hour 
of death, as in the great day of judgment, when 
all things are finished ? 

But the human mind is not left to exhaust itself, 
in conjecture. Blessed be God we have the sacred 
volume before us, and open to all of us, wherein 
we may seek the wisdom our better spirit craves. 
Not carelessly will we assume authority where it 
does not exist. The duty expected of us in weigh- 
ing well, and with the full powers of the mind, the 
truths laid open to us in the Bible, has already 
been shewn. Let us now in like manner remem- 
ber, that indifference to instruction given, is not 
more reprehensible, than the awful presumption, 
by which a single text is sometimes wrested to a 
purpose, and passages separated from their con- 
text, so as to assume a more convenient meaning, 
however contrary to the general harmony and 
design of divine precept. Those, for instance, 
which would excuse the necessity of works, as the 

d3 
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inseparable result of Christian faith, on the au- 
th ority of St. Paul, when reproving the ceremonial 
observances of the '' Scribes and Pharisees Hjrpo- 
crites ; forgetting that *' by iiafruH is the good tree 
known/' and who has said, '' If ye love Me, keep 
Mj commandments.** '* Not every one that saith 
unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of Heaven, hut he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven.* *t 

Thus cautioned, let us consult, first, St. Luke 
xxiii. 43. *' Lord remember me when Thou comest 
into Thy kingdom,** (said unto Jesus, the penitent 
malefactor on the cross). '' And Jesus said unto 
him, ' VefUy I say unto thee, to day shah thou be 
with me m Paradise /* ** 

What may this mean ? What must mean so 
direct and clear a promise > How read ye ? To 
me it reads as a plain, simple, hopeful, blessed 
truth, not applicable to the individual sinner only, 
or having peculiar reference to times, or persons, 
but conveying to all, two distinct and important 
facts. First, that our departed spirit at once and 
immediately, " To day,'' enters into its new state 

t Matt vii. 21. 
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of existence ; is carried to its destination^ as 
Lazarus at his death, was carried by the angels 
into Abraham's bosom. And, secondly, that such 
state of existence, such destination of the soul, is 
the result of, and determined by, Grod's foreknow- 
ledge or judgment, at the moment that earth 
ceases to be our dwelling place. 

This is the unavoidable conclusion to be drawn 
from our Saviours use of the word " Paradise," 
which in those days was understood to be the happy 
abode of departed spirits, contradistinguished from 
a place of punishment. And be it not forgotten 
that our Lord's instruction was always adapted to 
the understandings of His hearers in a remarkable 
degree. 

Men to whom we look up, at the present day, 
as authority, on account of their learning gind 
piety, concur in the same view of Paradise. ''It 
is the region appropriated to good souls," writes 
Dr. Hales. The learned Parkhurst observes, that 
" Paradise is the blessed state of faithful souls be- 
tween death and the resurrection. Such is the 
sense of Paradise in the New Testament.*' Dr. 
Whitby remarks — " Our Saviour must have used 
the word Paradise iu the sense in which the Jews 
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understood it> the place of happiness into which 
pious souls, when separated from the body, are im* 
mediately received.** Hear also Bishop Horsley 
— " Of this place (Paradise) we know little, except 
that to those who die in the Lord it is a place of 
comfort and rest : not a Paradise of eternal sleep 
and senselessness, but a place of happy rest and 
tranquil hope.*** That* the humble and penitent 



* It will not be thoaght a digression, nor irrelevant to the 
general argument of the subject before us, in which the love and 
mercy of God are called to mind as the leading inducements to 
present rectitude and future hope, rather than the fear of pun- 
ishment ; if one more lesson be remarked upon as belonging to 
our Saviour's reply to the penitent malefactor. Those who 
are walking in the path and in the station in which it has pleased 
Crod to place them, and that station a happy one, with reference 
to the means of early instruction, and the habits and example of 
those around them, would find it difficult to imagine, without 
much observation and inquiry, the awful difference in the ca- 
reer of life, resulting from the circumstances of parentage, ed- 
ucation, and companionship. Strange as it may seem in a 
Christian country, there are those who, from childhood to the 
close of their days, have known as little of their Saviour as 
the malefactor on the cross, and in whose ears the precepts of 
vice — not of virtue, have been the uniform instruction. Again, 
there are those, who, more fortunate in their means of knowledge, 
have made a most unfortunate use of those means ; crime being 
equally the prominent feature in either case. Many have for- 
feited life or liberty for sinful actions, of which sinfulness they 
had no moral sense ; and many, better taught, have sunk under 
temptation to which we ourselves might, possibly, have yield- 
ed, if similarly tried. While therefore " he who thinketh he 
standeth," may well "take heed, lest he fall," and retaining his 
abhorrence of sin, refrain from judging others whom God only 
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thief on the cross should at once commence his 
spiritual state of existence^ depends not on this 
text alone, but is in perfect harmony^ it will be re- 
collected^ with our Saviour's previous declaration as 
to th^ Patriarchs, (page 48.) Let us next turn to the 
Gospel of St. John, chap. v. 24, wherein it is thus 
written, '' Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
comdemnation but is passed from death unto H/e*** 
Again also in the eleventh chapter, we find the 
beautiful and afiecting, and most instructive pas- 
sage, of the death of Lazarus. <' Then said Martha 
unto Jesus, Lord if Thou hadst been here my 
brother had not died." " Jesus saith unto her, 
thy brother shall rise again. Martha saith unto 



can truly judge ; we may draw from our Saviour's mercy to the 
malefactor this important truth, that neither ignorance nor 
guilt are doomed to despair , where penitence is real, at the 
same time remarking, that the example thus set before us, is 
given as a solitary case lest we should presume. 

* I am. aware that the words " passed from death unto life/' 
especially taken in conjunction with 1 Ep. John iii. 14, are by 
some understood to mean, the being passed from the darkness of 
ignorance, to the light and knowledge of the gospel. To my 
own unassisted judgment, the passage has always appeared to 
signify that the soul of the Christian believer remains not a 
moment under the power and bondage of death, but passes at 
once from an earthly to a spiritual existence. 



58 

Him, / know thai he ihaU me again ai the reeur- 
rection at the last day.'* Observe well these 
words, for herein is the whole question of imme* 
diate, or suspended consciousness of existence 
after death, brought before our Saviour Him- 
self. Martha believed that her brother, after the 
long sleep of the grave, as she understood it, 
should rise ''at the resurrection in the last day.*' 
And there seems even a tone of impatient grief, a 
** refusing to be comforted,** by consolation so re- 
mote in imagination. Our Saviour's mild and 
gracious reply is, '^ I am the resurrection and the 
Ufe : he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in Me shall'never die.'' 

An answer how full of intense interest and com* 
fort, not less to us than to Martha. How decisive 
of the fact, that death hath no more dominion over 
us, than the momentary passage from mortality to 
immortality. 

In the burial service of our church we say, 
'* Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of 
them that depart hence in the Lord, and with 
whoip the souls of the faithful, after they are de- 
livered from the burden of the flesh, are in joy and 
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feRcity ; we give Thee hearty thanks that it hath 
pleased Thee to deliver this our brother oat of the 
miseries of this sinful world/' Now if the sleep 
of death applied to the soul as well as the body ; 
if we imagine, that those whose presence and com- 
panionship on earth had been most dear to us^ 
were removed by death only into a state of uncon- 
sciousness, a long solemn trance, then if the broken- 
hearted mourner were called upon to say Amen, 
to such thanksgiving, would not that Amen pro- 
ceed out of '* feigned lips ;** remembering our own 
bereavement, our own utter loss without immediate 
advantage or gain to the being beloved ? Even as 
it is, with the knowledge distinctly before us of 
our Redeemer's mercy, with the blessed assurance 
presented to penitent and believing man, *' To day 
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise \" too often do 
we sorrow as those without hope ; too intimately 
does self mingle unthinkingly with earthly affec- 
tion ; too engrossingly do we dwell upon our own 
deprivation, the blank in life's brief page of daily 
comfort, rather than raise our thoughts hopefully 
and trustingly, to the contemplation of the vast re- 
ward, the measure of happiness so infinitely beyond 
our power to have contributed, which has thus be- 
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come the lot of one, whose loss we too inconsider- 
ately lament. Thanks be to God we shall not in this 
matter^ nor in^others> be judged by one who can- 
not be " touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties :*' Who does not recall, with swelling heart, the 
proof recorded on this point at the tomb of Lazarus, 
— " Jesus wept ?" Those tears fell, as we now may 
easily comprehend, not for the limited cause sup- 
posed by the disciples, then uninstructed and un- 
inspired men — "See how He loved him." 

We should profit little from meditation on a 
Being so perfect, a passage so beautiful, if we saw 
only in those tears, regret for Lazarus whom He 
was about to restore to life, and who was so res- 
tored the next moment, at the divine command 
from His lips — " Lazarus come forth." Far more 
profitably may we believe, that in the scene of 
distress around Him, our Saviour's pure and omnis- 
cient mind saw, at one view, the misery brought 
into the world by sin, and death its sad conse- 
quence ! The vista of futurity was before that all- 
seeing eye, and He knew that the despair of that 
family, was but one of the countless drops, that 
must form the ocean of human sorrow in all time 
to come. He knew that He could relieve affliction 
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in the instance then before Him^ but that for ages 
yet unknown^ the ties of affection must be severed^ 
and the law of God fulfil its course. He knew 
that His purpose on earth, in taking upon Himself 
our nature, was to lay down that life for our 
sakes ; to redeem man from the eternal penalty : 
but God is just as well as merciful. We have 
sinned, and we must die-^Jesus wept that it must be 
80; and precious indeed to man's heart should be 
those pitying tears, that divine commiseration for 
others grief, not his own. 

It is not with the view of accumulating proof of 
the immediate destination, and active state of the 
souFs existence after death, that I now refer to the 
transfiguration of our Saviour, as recorded by St. 
Matt. ch. 17, and St. Mark ch. 9, though applica- 
ble, but because that passage enables us to proceed 
to a further question, one of touching interest, 
that of recognition in such new state of being. 

'' Jesus was transfigured before them, and His 
face did shine as the sun, and His raiment was 
white as the light. And behold there appeared 
unto them Moses and Elias talking with Him.** 

Moses and Elias talking with Him ! Moses and 
Elias must have been alive then, and of angelic 
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appearance, from the disciples desiring to raise 
tabernacles to them, as well as to our Saviour. 
But above all, to our present purpose, they were 
Moses and Ellas. Not two unknown, but two 
specijic persons. I cannot properly say that *' Peter 
and James, and John his brother," the disciples 
present, recognhed those whom they had never 
known in life, but the identity of Moses and Elias 
is declared, and that of course involves the ques- 
tion of recognition. Again, refer to St. Luke v. 
" and it came to pass that Lazarus died, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham*s bosom. The 
rich man also died and was buried ; and in hell 
he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.''§ 

This is a parable only, and as such to be re- 
ceived, but our Saviour, the QoAoi truth, adapting 
His lessons to the condition of those who heard 
Him, in no instance mingles those lessons with 
deceptive or impossible circumstances ; on the 
contrary, with such only as were likely to be best 
understood, and most familiar to their conceptions. 

§ Alluding to the castom of those days, when men reclined 
at length, side by side at their feasts, instead of sitting. Thus, 
also, St. John is described as" leaning on Jesus' bosom," at the 
last supper.^ JoAn xiii. 25. 
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Here again, therefore, is identity of persons and 
and recognition after death, as if facts in the un- 
derstood order of Providence. 

I will only, further, on this point, submit for your 
reflection the remarkable instruction given by 
David to those around him, who understood not 
why, mourning in all the bitterness of anguish for 
his dying child, he ceased to mourn when that 
child was dead. ^" I shall go to him,** is the 
solemn reply, " but he shall not return to me."* 
The application of ttiis passage of scripture to the 
question before us, is in the first part of this 
answer. The holy psalmist says not, '* My child 
is dead, my comfort is that I shall die too— He is 
in his grave, my grave also awaits me;**-<-but 
clearly and conclusively shows in the words, ''I 
shall go to him," that io that re^umon is his source of 
consolation ; and re-union would be without mean* 
ing, without its solace, unless implying identity 
and recognition. 

I know not, indeed, that there may not be 
gleaned from the foregoing parable, a proof, not 
only of identity and recognition in a future state, 

* 2 Sam. xii. 
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but yet more ; that in such state we do not lose 
our remembrance and interest in the world we 
have quitted. The first prayer of Dives was for 
mercy for himself, that Lazarus might but '' dip 
the tip of his finger in water and cool his tongue.** 
But it cannot escape remark, that his next petition 
was in behalf of his five brethren stUl on earth, to 
whom he besought that Lazarus might be sent as 
a warning ; and whom, therefore, he had not for- 
gotten in the midst of his own torment. I would 
fain believe, that this consciousness, this recollec- 
tion of earthly friends and their true interests, if 
so that part of the parable may be construed, is 
not impossible ; is not even improbable. Were it . 
permitted to man's released spirit to choose its own 
form of happiness, are there not those *' with 
whom we have taken sweet counsel together, 
and walked in the house of God as friends ;*'* 
and whose a£fection on earth had been steady, 
earnest, and well founded, who would scarcely 
desire or conceive a higher privUege than the 
divine permission to be still near, and watching 
over, as ministering and protecting spirits, the 

• Paa. Iv. 
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mortal friends on whom that affection had been 
placed ? Love is the moving spirit of Christianity I 
That pure and kindly feeling which knits man to 
man, and leads us to see in our fellow creature a 
brother, a fellow pilgrim, the creation of the same 
creator, the living habitation of an immortal sool 
treadipg the same path with us, through this world 
of trial to another, and a better. '' A new com- 
mandment give I unto you," said our Saviour in 
His last impressive instructions to the disciples ; 
'* That ye love one another. As I have loved 
you that ye love one another. By this shall 
all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye 
have love one to another."* And if this feeling, 
warmed into existence by divine command, glows 
as it oft times does, even amid the difficulties and 
temptations of mortality, with a pure and steady 
light, not dishonourable to our better nature as 
beings made " a little lower than the angels," 
must we suppose that such fellowship dies with 
our body ? May we not rather reason more hope- 
fully, that what is true and excellent now, becomes 
perfect when mortality has put on immortality? 

* John xiii. 34. 
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Are we commanded to *' Ioto one another'* here, 
and shall there be cold indifierence and forgetful- 
ness of that love hereafter ? We know that the 
eyes of God, and oi His angels, are nnceasmgly 
upon all that men say or do ; not with an unin- 
terested, speculative view, of man in His mortal 
state, contending between the antagonist princi- 
ples of virtue and vice, but with a benign and 
wakeful solicitude, with love divine and immeasur- 
able. For *' God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only Son, to the end that all who believe on 
Him, should not perish, but have everlasting life/' 
And again we read. There is jay in heaven over 
every sinner that repenteth.* And shall we, 
when we have put off corruption and put on im- 
mortality, when our sinful nature is purified, and 
our imperfections are blotted out, by the merit and 
expiation of our blessed Redeemer, shall we cease 
to be sensible of those feelings which are now our 
duty, our privilege, as reasonable and responsible 
beings, or shall we not, rather, love only the 
more, as angels love, and rejoice like them, to 
obey God's will in succouring suffering humanity. 

♦ Luke XV. 7. 
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That all this may be so there is much to hope« 
and nothing to forbid ; and the hope at least is 
innocent. Nay, more than innocent, inflaentially 
useful. The mind which hitherto had turned 
coldly from the conception of the office of minis- 
tering angels* or had admitted the conception as 
a yague possibility, would, when the days of 
mourning came for one ''garnered up" in the 
heart, learn at once to feel a vivid consciousness 
of consolation, in believing, that the grave held not 
the lost friend, but that, as a blessed spirit, that 
friend's presence *' about our path and about our 
bed,'*' though unseen, was not forbidden. How 
might affection picture to the heart, the face and 
form once treasured there, radiant in approval 
and gladness as our better resolves prevailed, or 
turning slowly and sorrowfully away with averted 
look, 

" Ai one who loves, and Bome unkindnets meets, 

With sweet austere composure."! 

when sinful inclinations gained the mastery, and 
were permitted to stifle the warning sense that 
whispers—" Forbear !** 



•Ps.C3Durix. t " Paradise Lost"— Book 9. 
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Trae it is that even soch exercise of the imagi- 
nation and of the affections, will require salutary 
control. The hallowed memory of departed friends 
would be unjustifiably cherished, if virtuous habits 
were pursued for their sakes, instead of springing 
from love and obedience to the Supreme Being, to 
whom alone is all prayer and praise and thanks- 
giving due. It is our Creator^ and Him only, we 
must seek to please, not His creation, however ex- 
alted in the scaleofhumanexcellenceorhuman love. 

'* See thou do it not,"* said the angel to St. 
John, when the apostle, in awe and wonder, would 
have offered involuntary homage. But with this 
remembrance distinctly before us, no doubt the 
sacred feelings of affection may be often indulged 
to our advantage and encouragement. We may 
. find in the recollection of those who have gone 
before us, that link in the chain of thought by 
which man is brought, as it were, mqre sensibly 
in communion with the spiritual world, of which 



* And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship be- 
ibre the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. Then 
said he anto me, see thou do it not : for I am thy fellow-ser- 
yant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep 
the sayings of this book.*' — Rev, zzii. 8. 
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he is soon to be a denizen. We know that of 
ourselves we can think no good thing. That from 
God do proceed all holy desires, all good council, 
and all just works. How proceed ? Is there not 
a *^ still, small voice/* heard in every bosom, which 
men call conscience ? Why may we not, in other 
words, recognize in this prompting of every better 
resolution, and this warning against all that is 
evil, the agency of our good angel ? Why resist 
so congenial a possibility, that such good angel 
may be the being we have most loved in life, 
whose memory is still sacred, and whose prayer 
still to be doing good, and to assume an angel's 
office, is mercifully and benignly approved by that 
gracious Lord of all things, who is ever more ready 
to hear than we to pray, and Whom it pleases 
thus to exercise the influence of the Holy Spirit ; 
thus to awaken the dormant sense of light co-exis- 
tent with our birth, '^ the work of the law written 
in our hearts."* The difficulty in entertaining so 
satisfactory a belief, would seem to apply to the 
immortal, rather than to the mortal friend. For 

how is it consistent, it may be asked, with angelic 

' — — - — 

'Romans ii. 15. 
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happiness, Co witness the continued weakness and 
frailty of erring man ? If there be joy in heaven 
over those who repent, it would follow that there 
must be grief at hardened and obstinate continu- 
ance in sin. Bat the reflective mind will admit 
that as St. Panl said to the Corinthians,* ^* When 
I was a child I spake as a child, I understood as a 
child, I thought as a child, but when I became a 
man I put away childish things :" so may we say, 
and readily conceive, that when we become " as 
the angeh" we shall put away earthly things^ and 
shall think and understand with minds enlarged and 
enlightened, acccMrding to the nature of our new 
existence. As it is, therefore, with the angels 
whose happiness is perfect, so will it be with those, 
who, having been mortal, have put on immortality, 
and are thus made '' equal to the angeit.*' The 
clouds which obscure human judgment will have 
passed away. The ways of God towards man will ap- 
pear justified in our sight. What has hitherto been 
inscrutable will be clearly comprehended, and in the 
deep and full conviction of the unerring wisdom 
and plenteous goodness of the Creator towards His 



• 1 Cot. xiu. 18. 
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creatare, we shall rather cease to love the mo rtal 
friend who ceases to deserve that love, than grieve at 
the just decrees of that omniscient Judge, of Whose 
wisdom, and of whose loving kindness towards 
man, angels are the comprehending and adoring 
witnesses. 

But that such ministry, if graciously permitted, 
can never be so visibly, may appear from the fact, 
that Lazarus was not sent to the brethren of Dives, 
and if for so seemingly important, tho* in fact vain 
an errand, to those who had rejected all previous 
testimony, one was not suffered to go from the 
dead, on no less occasion, we may feel convinced, 
would such warning or visible communication be 
allowed.* ** If they hear not Moses and the pro* 

* And this, to my apprehension, is conclusive as to the whole 
question of ghostly or supernatural appearances. Strong as 
would seem to be the leaning of mankind towards such belief, 
and many as are the tales afloat, more or less congenial to the 
capacities, or accidental prejudices of some, to this test must 
such records be brought. Can the spirits of the dead appear 
on earth without divine permission P We have here before us, 
a lesson clear in the instruction it conveys, that no such per- 
mission will be given, to which is added a reason why, that 
reason being, that we have already information adequate to the 
duties we have to perform. If then God be omnipotent, and as 
such, suffers not a departure from the usual course of His pro- 
vidence, even to warn an immortal soul of its danger, who can 
feel satisfied in tmagining that, for objects so purposeless and 
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pbets^ neither will they be persuaded though one 
rose from the dead." 

And whoever sees not the force of this answer, 
will do well to pause and consider, in what more 
fitting manner, the evidence of things unseen, con- 
veyed in the holy scriptures, could be communi- 
cated to mankind. Would it be consistent with 
what we comprehend of creation, governed as it is 
by one general law, to expect individual interpo- 
sition ? Were miraculous manifestation granted to 
one man, because his understanding refused to be 
convinced by testimony satisfactory to others, the 
same must in justice be granted to all. And as 
men's minds are differently constituted, there must, 
in this case, be a daily occurrence of miracles 
suited to each man*s caprice or degree of scep- 

trifling, or, at least, temporary, as those we hear of, the 
direct and especial interposition of supernatural and visible 
agency is probable or possible. That which is supernatural 
is in other words miraculous, and miracles which were 
considered fitting means of impressing on men's minds 
the power of God, and of attesting the presence on earth of 
■His blessed Son, ceased with the mighty object that called them 
forth, and with the establishment of the gospel. Phantoms 
doubtless there are, but the tale they tell is of the deranged 
condition of our bodily functions ; and the warning they give, 
is of the necessity of having prompt recourse to medical advice. 
Those who entertain any doubt upon this subject will do well 
to refer to Dr. Hibbert's able treatise on apparitions. 
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ticism. This I need not say, involves at once a 
contradiction of terms, for miracles could no longer 
be called miracles which were of constant occur- 
rence, and thus, ceasing to be unusual, they would 
cease to be impressive, and therefore fruitless. 

The more we give this subject our calm con- 
sideration, the more shall we be convinced, that as 
there is one sun to shine upon the physical world, 
so is there one light most fittingly vouchsafed to 
the intellectual world, in that book of divine truth, 
which is open to all, and suited toev^ry capacity. 

To return to our subject. Are there those who 
would declare it vain to reason on matters too 
high for adequate preception, and on which no. 
positive law has been laid down? To them I 
would say, that such enquiry, guarded from pre- 
sumption^ and keeping still the sacred page before 
us, has in it the elements of true wisdom rather than 
idle theory. Is it not to be reasonably hoped that 
the mind dwelling on the promises of God, and 
meditating on the conditions and attributes of 
beings in a more exalted state of existence, be* 
comes more fitted itself, for such state^ by the insen- 
sible operation of high and purifying thoughts habi- 
tually suggesting themselves ? In proportion as we 
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seektoeonipv^eBdtliehap^nesBof {ataritj, shall 
we not be led to fisdiiigs of de^er, more oonseioos 
lore to the giver of sodi hafyinwBi, kappimi i tplmeed 
wkkm ihe remek mf mU% Where love and gratitade 
are doe, even on earth* do we not desire to please, 
and seek occasions for pleasing, and do we not 
fear to offend ? And shall we not, therefore, be 
dail jF more carrfol that we " grieve not the holjr 
spirit of Ciod ?* WOl not rice become hatefal to 
OS f Shall we not " cease to do eril and learn u> 
do good ?*' Are the temptations of the world so 
easy of resistance that we should neglect any 
safeguard ? In what manner is the nataral fear 
of death to be best overcome, and its near ap- 
proach met with the steady eye and calm smile of 
faith ? Death is the penalty of sin ; bat believe 
also there is wisdom in regarding it as the ** gate 
of life,*' (Mors Janaa Vitae,) the portal of a new 
and glorious existence, the contemplation of which 
may well cheer the dark hour of sickness and 
sorrow in this, and mingle the unfading ray of 
certain hope, even with affliction which else would 
bow us to the dust — ^This is the joy that no man 



» Bphe0. iv. 30. 
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taketh from us. Be our burden what it may> our 
appointed rest is before us, for death is the Sabbath 
of Christian man !* 

Can wefoi^t, that although divine justice is so 
immutable, that mankind having sinned, their pun- 
ishment was therefore inevitable, but for the volun- 
tary sacrifice t of our blessed Saviour, yet, that 
this great sacrifice, this inappreciable expiation 
and atonement for the sins of the whole world, of 
all who have died and all who have yet to be born, 
has been made ? 

Can we fail to observe, that the whole tone and 
tenor of the sacred volume is one long and parental 
entreaty, that man will not throw from him the con- 
ditions of eternal happiness ? *' Have I any plea- 
sure at all that the wicked should die, saith the 
Lord God."t "As I live, saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked : but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live : turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye 



• ** For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased 
from his own works as God did from His.*' — Heh, iv. 10. 

t Then said I» Lo^ I come, in the volume of the book it is 
written of me that I should fulfil thy will, my God : I am 
content to do it. — Ps» zL 9. See also Hehi z. 7\ 

X Ezek. zviii. 23. 
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die, O boase of Israel."* O Jerusalem^ Jerusalem, 
thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee> how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not. Behold your house is left unto you 
desolate.' *t Not only is compassion, indeed divine 
compassion, thus unwearedly earnest in seeking 
to touch man's stony and insensible heart, but 
our Saviour and the apostles have sought to win. 
as it were, the Christian to his own interest, by 
such representation of the promises made in the 
gospel, as seemed most fitting, most vividly strik- 
ing to human understanding and feeling. ^* The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king who 
made a marriage for his son, and sent forth his 
servants to call them that were bidden, to the 
wedding.** ''Come unto the marriage."t Again 
" A certain man made a greai supper, and bade 
many ; and sent his servant at supper time to say 
to them that were bidden, come for all things are 
now ready."§ In the Revelation of St. John xiz. 



• Ezek. xzziiL 11. f Matt zziii. 37. : Matt, xzil 2. 
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9, we read *^ Blessed are they which are called to 
the marriage supper of the Lord." And again hy 
the same inspired writer is heaven likened to *' A 
bride adorned for her husband/' 

Can language go further in parable or picture, to 
show how the Christian is invited, is bidden^to the 
happiness of a future life — ^happiness thus pictured 
as all that is pleasing and joyous and beautiful to 
our apprehension ; the feast of affection ; as a pros- 
pect to rejoice at, as a bridegroom at the appear- 
ance of his bride adorned for her husband ? Why 
fear death, when death is so full of promise ? Death 
should be fearful only to the wicked ! Perfect love 
casteth out fear. 

" Bat we are wicked, it will be replied ; we have 
not on the wedding garment of love to our God and 
pleasure in His law. We are sensible of our own 
sinfulness, of our too imperfect obedience ! Well 
we may. Well may each man say " Grod be merci- 
ful to me a sinner" for '* all have come short of the 
glory of God." The answer is obvious. j4re we 
unworthy, let us strive to be less so $ humbling our- 
selves before Him who is mighty to save and who 
'' wouldeth not the death of a sinner, but rather 
that he should turn from his wickedness and live." 
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Are we anwilling to contemplate futurity because 
we are already happy ? Let us be grateful to God 
for that happiness^ and show our sense of it by the 
endeavour to difiiise, and share it among all within 
our sphere. This is to add to our enjoyment, and 
to prove our recollection of its source. But we 
may patiently and thankfully abide our appointed 
time, without preferring the present to the future, 
and forgetting all that the Christian holds in pros- 
pect. What, on reflection, is human happiness, all 
that wealth, or power, or affection can give, to 
that which awaits '' the child of God and an in- 
heritor of the kingdom of heaven?" There is 
want of faith, we may fear, in such unwOlingness, 
for on earth are we not ever craving something 
more than we have, be that what it may ? proving 
therefore if our minds were really and thoroughly 
convinced on the subject of future happiness, there 
would be no shrinking back, but rather a hopeful, 
though humble, looking forward. There is for- 
getfulness alsoof precept, again and again enjoined, 
that our regard is not to be fixed on earthly things* 
*' Love not the »arld, neither the thinge that are in the 
worid. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father it not in Mm, For all that is m the world, the 
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hnt o/thejiesh, and the lutt of the eyes, and the pride 
ef life, ia not of the Father, but is of the world. And 
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof; Imt he 
that doeth the will of God abidethfor ever.*'* 

If our view of futurity were less vague^ more 
like the practical sense which attends this world's 
husy hopes and fears^ hope would predominate in 
reference to the future^ as it does in all that 
spurs us onward in our present state. And for 
what do men turn away from hope so sublime ? Is 
it that they may revel in the career of self indul- 
gence ? Are they the happier ? Is there not an 
example on record of one> the wisest of his race, 
whose wisdom became foolishness ; who possessed 
all that earth has to give of splendour and power 
and boundless wealth ; all that the voluptuary can 
imagine of sensual pleasures ? What said he ? 
** I said in mine heart, go to now, I will prove thee with 
mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure : and, behold, tlds also 
is vanity. I said of laughter, it is mad : and of north. 
What doeth it ? I sought m mine heart to give myself 
unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; 
and to lay hold on folly, till I tmght see what was that 

• 1 John ii. 15. 
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good for the sons of men, which they should do under 
the heaven ail the days of their life. I made me great 
works ; J builded me houses ; I planted me vineyards : 
I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees 
in them of all kind qf fnats : I made me pools of 
water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth 
trees : I got me servants and maidens, and had servants 
bom in my house ; also I had great possessions of great 
and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before 
me : I gathered me also silver and gold, and the pecu^ 
liar treasure of kings and of the provinces : / gat me 
men singers and women singers, and the delights of the 
sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all 
sorts. And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not 
from them, and 1 withheld not my heart from any Joy ; 
for my heart rejoiced in all my labour. Then I looked 
on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the 
labour that I had laboured to do : and, behold, ALL 
WAS VANITY and vexation of spirit, and there was 
no profit under the sun.*'* 

Can the force of words go beyond this descrip- 
tion of a satiated spirit ? And these are the words 
of Solomon ! After this^ shall we hesitate to ask 

* Eccel. ii. 
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the man of the world, 9o called^ be he whom h<$ 
may who passes for the gayest ftnd happiest of 
earth's children, how, in his secret heart, stands his 
account of earthly enjoyment ? Does he there ^nd 
no echo, reluctantly confessed, that all is vanity ? 
No sense of constantly recurring disappointment, 
in the result of his best contrived schemes of 
pleasure ; no weariness ; no restless craving after 
•' some new thing" to stimulate the apathy of a 
jaded and enervated mind ? And if such be the 
sad truth in the midst of his outward seeming of 
joyousness and smiles, how is it when misfortune, 
sickness, and death — death which comes to all**- 
close the chapter ? Alas ! we know how it is. 

Contrast this picture with that of the single 
minded Christian, — single minded because the law 
of God is in his hear t,-^ the one unfailing guide of 
his path through life. Is that path fortunate ? he 
knows to whom all is due, and is humble while he 
is grateful. Is he visited with the cares and trials 
which are common to man, he remembers that no 
evil can betide him but by divine permission ; that 
*' sweet are the uses of adversity." " It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted^ that I might 

V 
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learn Thy statutes/** '' If ye endure chastening, 
God dealeth with you as with sons, for what son is 
he whom the father chasteneth not.'*t " We are 
chastened that we he not condemned." '' No 
chastening for the present seemeth joyous, bnt 
grievous, nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby.'*^ Thus he reads and is 
comforted. " Weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy Cometh in the morning.* *|| The Saviour of 
the world was " a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief ;*'§ and shall man be exempt? A mo* 
mentary yielding to human infirmity there may 
be, for who is perfect ? '* No, not one !" But 
again rises the Christian soul from its dust ; the 
shadows of mortality pass away from his mind ; 
and through the heavy gloom of temporary suffer- 
ing beams the pure and steady light of eternal re- 
ward on his intellectual eye. In the lofty hopes 
permitted him by his creator, he finds " that peace 
which the world cannot give" The love of God shed 
abroad in his heart, excludes not human love, but 

• Ps. cxfac. 71. t Heb. xii. 7. J Hcb. xii. 11. 
II Ps. xxz. § Is. Im. 3. 
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while it tempers, gives rather a quickened and 
more lasting and enduring character, to the kindlj 
affections of life ; and not to the affections only, 
but to those active duties of society, whether 
public or private, in the faithful discharge of which 
the welfare of others is involved. Cheerful and 
happy in the consciousness of an honest endeavour 
to perform those duties to the best of his power, 
he " uses the world as not abusing it.*** His love 
is without dissimunation ; his words are true ; and 
his dealings just; he judgeth not, that he may 
not be judged; he forgives and is merciful, that 
he may receive mercy. For him there is no con- 
stantly present fear of death ; no hand writing on 
the wall ; no sword of Damocles suspended over 
his head by a single hair, marring with sicken*- 
ing apprehension his hours of social and cheerful 
enjoyment; That thought which brings fear to 
others gives hope to \him, and he is ever ready, 
humbly but trustingly, to say *' Lord now lettest 
thou Thy servant depart in peace.** 

And shall we not therefore, in pure conviction, 
choose this better course, the end of which is hea- 



• 1 Cor. Tu. 31. 
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ven itself? Shall we not commit ourselvett wholly 
and unreservedly unto One who so careth for us ; 
really and unfeignedly, •' giving up ourselves to 
His service/' resolved that no present temptation 
to evil shall lead us to forget the future good } 
Do we halt between two opinions ? Is it not rea* 
sonable, that He who made the heart, should call 
that heart, its affection, and its duty His own ? 
If there be some sacrifice apprehended, in the 
straight path to eternity, think how short that 
path may be, and what rest and joy await its 
dose. Are difficulties imagined in regulating our 
daily intercourse with the world, with reference 
to our eternal, not temporal interests, are we not 
promised aid more than needful for present encou- 
ragement, and future reward for every sacrifice, be- 
yond our conception even ? The record of divine 
truth from the creation of man, presents one scene of 
boundless love, long suffering, forbearance, forgiveness! 
We may not sin that such grace may abound, but 
we cannot but feel, that while "The letter (of 
the law) killeth, the spirit (of mercy) giveth lifef 
Distrust of our ability to obey faithfully that law 

t2Cor.iii6. 



85 

IB natural, bat let us take heed that self-excuse go 
not too far. Let us not be likened unto those who^^ 
" fFUk one consent began to make espouse* The first said 
unto Him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must 
needs go and see tl. j4nd another said, I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them, I pray thee 
have me excused. And another said, I have married a 
wife, and therefore I cannot come,*'* Let not this 
type of human blindness and folly, find its original 
in ourselves. '* All can do their best, while it is, or 
should be, our consolation, that God reads the 
heart. " If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted 
according to thai a man hath, and not according to that 
he hath tto^"t Not one erring thought correc* 
ted, not one evil wish repressed, not one temp- 
tation resisted, one sinful indulgence refrained 
from, lest by it» commission we should offend 
<mr heavenly Parent and Benefactor, not one 
triumph of oor better and nobler nature over 
the humiliating inclinations that arise within ua, 
but is seen and understood to our everlasting 
comfort* We know that the day must come, 
when all that we have done on earth will pass 

-T- I I . -■,-^ .^^■-■__ ^ ^ ^ ,.-■■. ■ ■ - . ■ ■« _ 
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in tmcoRipromising review before our awakened 
recollection : that then to our own clear com- 
prehension, free from the veil of self-deception^ 
the actions of oar past life will be brought in 
judgment before us, for good or evil. In that 
great day, when the unerring wisdom, and long- 
suffering goodness of God will appear as manifest 
to us, "as our own blind, rebellious, and ungrateful 
course, may it not be some little source of comfort 
to the soul, bowed down in shame and remorse, to 
find, if but one bright spot in that dark account^ 
some record of sins repented of, and trials submit- 
ted to with unwavering faith and constancy ? 
And then, too, with what intense thankfulness and 
adoration, must sinful man look up to that Beings 
in whose awful presence he stands — Who, knowing 
our weakness, and pitying our infirmity, has cast 
into the scale of almighty justice, the vast 
offering of His own perfection and expiation^ 
to out-weigh the evil of a guilty world! Then 
how blessed will be those words, '* I have blot^ 
ted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and 
as a cloud thy sins, return unto me for I have 
redeemed thee"^ ** Fear not, I have redeemed thee, 

• Isa. xUv. 22. 
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I have called thee by thy name, thou art nme'** 
f' Came ye blessed of my Father, inherit the hingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world : 
for I was an hungered and ye gave me meat ; / was 
thirsty and ye gave me drink ; I was a stranger and ye 
took me in ; naked and ye clothed me; I was sick and 
ye visited me ; / was in prison and ye come unto me. 
Ferily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me,"f *' Enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lordr 
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CHAPTER HI. 



" ^ow Bia^y UU8w4 9n>m)» thi^ ho ^ itfe b^c^iog, 

Thio* England's primrose meadow paths, their way, 

T«wanl s{ttre and tower mi^st shadowy elma aaceadiag. 

Whence the 8we;et chimes proclaim the hallowed day. 

Tlie halls, from old heroic ages gray, 

Ponr their im children forth ; and l^mlets low, 

With who8^ thick orchard blooms the 90ft winds play, 

Bend out their inmates in a happy flow. 

Like a free vernal stream. I may not tread, 

"^^th them, those pathways- -to the feverish bed 

Of sickness bound : yet, Oh ! my God ! I bless 

Thy mercy that with sabbath peace hath filled 

My chastened heart, and all its throbbing stilled 

To one deep calm of lowliest thankfulness." 

Thb Sabbath Sonnet. — Mas. Hbmans. 
(Her last production.) 

" Unto Thee lift I up mine eyes, O Thou that dwellest in the 
heavens." — Psa. cxziii 

"Open Thou mine eyes that I may sae the wondrous things 
of thy law." — Psn. cxix. 18. 

We have seen in the texts that have been con- 
sidered, with what sare trust we may believe, that 
'^ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." Se- 
condly, that the Christian who is " faithful unto 
de'ath/' closes his eyes on this world only to open 
them at once, "to day,** in the presence of the spi- 
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rits of just men made perfect : there to i^wait in 
safety, repose, and happiness beyond human oon- 
oeption, the re-union with the body at the last day. 
In this state we have seen, thirdly, that there will 
be identity of person ; and, fourthly, that even as 
our Saviour ceased not to be recognized by His 
ditoiplea while surrounded by light and glory 
at His transfiguration, so in calm reason may we 
conclude, that our own natural recognition will be 
as certain, when rejoining those in Paradise who 
have gone before us ; where, as our Saviour has 
declaredi ** Many shall come from the East, and 
from the West, and from the North, and from the 
South, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob." 

How full of wonder, and of sublime hope, are 
these promises ! Among that " many*' must there 
not be present, not those only with whom earthly 
affection yearns to be re-united, but all who were 
the great and good in old time. The first born of 
the earth, the prophets, the patriarchs, the apostles, 
the martyrs, with '^ a multitude of the heavenly 
host!*' Will not the song of triumph be there, at 
dangers passed, no more to be encountered; at 
pardon received, and victory ensured once and 
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for ever over the great arch-enemy of God and 
man. In that blessed state when human passions 
have ceased, and the mind, pure and enlightened, 
expands to a full conception of heavenly things, 
what exquisite happiness will there not be, in the 
love and fellowship o( angels and ministering 
spirits, with whom we are made ''equal," and 
from whom we may learn, in hours of peaceful 
contemplation, all we would know of the mighty 
past, and of all that is yet to come. Well and pro- 
fitably may we now devote the utmost powers of 
the mind to such meditation, for thus shall we 
best acquire courage to resist '* the evil that does 
so easily beset us,** and become '^ steadfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as we know our labour is not in 
vain.""!* Such hope will be '' As an anchor to the 
soul both sure and steadfast.* 'f And thus shall we 
be led truly to understand, how fleeting, how like 
the momentary sorrows of childhood, at which we 
smile, how little to be regarded, except as oppor- 
tunities for proving our love, our faith, and our 
obedience, are the heaviest trials of human life.t 

• 1 Cor. XV. 58. t Heb. vi. 19. 
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'' ThoQ sbalt forget thy misery, and remember 
it as waters that pass away."t 

But in considering the nature of the happiness 
before us, the different degrees in wMch that happiness 
may he awarded next suggests itself for enquiry. 

In this matter, reasoning only by analogy, it 
would be a sound conclusion to admit, that if, ac- 
ecHrding to human laws and practice, punishment 
and reward are measured by us, as in each case 
to us may seem just ; with so much more certainty 
must the unerring wisdom of God be relied upon, 
to administer " righteous judgment.** " Shall mor- 
tal man be more just than God ?'' When the 
sons of Zebedee ignorantly besought our Saviour, 
that the one might sit on the right and the other 
on his left hand in His glory,* they are ans- 
wered, " To sit on My right hand and on My left 
hand is not Mine to give,' but for whom it is pre* 
pared.'* Hereby confirming our preconception of 
divine justice. Here we understand, not our 
Saviour*8 want of power, for He Himself declares 
''The Son quickeneth whom he will/* *' The 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment to the Son.*'t But that God will not 

:Joba. • Mark x. 37. f John v. 22. 



grant reward acoording to the self estimatioix, and 
yain expectation of men» for ** there is no respect 
of persons" with Him a Hisjadgment can be given 
only according to the imiautaUe priadples of 
everlasting truth and equity. 

Namerons are the texts bearing upon this sub- 
ject. Without presuming to deteraune whether 
the passage, " In My Father's house are many 
mansions;*'* may signify the ample reward pro- 
vided, or the varied and suitable distinctions whioh 
will be found '' prepared ** for the blessed ; we 
read " God will render to every man ace^rdmg to 
his deeds.*' t " We must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his body^ aecordrnff to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.'*t He 
whichsowetb sparingly, shailfeapiparingfy; and he 
which soweth bountifally,shallre^ ako bounii/uily4 
^ Every man shall receive hU own reward accord- 
ing to hk omn Mour.**§ ** Rejoice and be exeeed^ 
ing glad, for gretU is your reward in heaven."^ 
''He shall be called letut in the kingdom of 
heaven."** '^ It shall be mare tolerable for Sodom 
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and Gk>morrab.^* And ^ It shall be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon in tbe day of judgment than 
for you."t " Whosoever shall give to drink unto 
one of these little ones a cup of cold water> only, 
in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he 
shall in no wise lose his reward,** X So also in the para- 
ble of the ten servants, (Lukexix. 17) who, receivings 
each their pound, were rewarded, respectively, 
with the rule over ten cities, and^^ cities, as they 
had been more or less ** diligent and faithful " in 
turning that pound to advantage. 

That distinction and degree, both of reward and 
punishment, await us, seems beyond all question, 
and not only does it appear right, but even hope- 
ful and consolatory that it should be so. For who 
does not feel , that for all to receive an equal reward 
with those whose lives have been one scene of 
trial fkithfully borne ; of aetive love and benefi- 
cence to their fellow creatures unceasingly exer- 
cised, is more than even hope dare contemplate. 
It is, as it were, soothing to our own sense of un- 
worthiness, to remember, that even the cup of 
cold water will not be disregarded ; and to join in 

• Mall. z. 15. tHAU.s,2S. iU^x.42. 
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the fervent hurnilitj of David, *' I had rather he a 
door keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell 
in the tents of ungodliness."* 

There remains only, for contemplation, the in- 
struction given to us with regard to heaven itself, 
and the nature of man's felicity there. 

The grounds on which it would seem open to us 
to understand that Paradise is not heaven, appear 
to me these, first, that throughout the scriptures, 
from the beautiful prayer of Solomon at the con- 
secration of the Temple, " Hear Thou in heaven Thy 
dwelling place \ and when Thou hearest forgive.' *t 
To the prayer of our Saviour Himself, " Our 
Father which art in Heaven ;*' heaven is pointed 
out as peculiarly God*s throne. Farther we are 
informed that '' No man hath ascended up to heaven 
but He that came down from heaven, even the 
son of man which is (now) in heaven.**t Also at 
the crucifixion,-our Saviour, as we have already 
observed, says distinctly " To day shalt thou be 
with Me in Paradise.*' While we cannot fail to 
remark, that after His resurrection, when He ap- 
peared unto Mary, His words are *' Touch Me 



* P§. taOT t 1 Kings viii. X John ui. 13. 
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not for I am not yet ascended to My Father, but go 
unto My brethren and say unto them, I ascend 
unto My Father and your Father, and to My God 
and your God.'** He had been in Paradise, but 
bad not yet ascended to God. Secondly, as a 
correlative argument for our reflection, we read, 
that '* No man hath seen God at any time.**t The 
same declaration is given in 1st Epistle of St. 
John, 4th ch. 12 v. Refer also to 1st Tim. vi. 16, 
where "The King of Kings and Lord of Lords" is 
shown to be "dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto ; whom no man hath seen, nor 
can see." Also see John vi. 46, " Not that any 
man hath seen the Father save He which is of 
God, (our Saviour is here speaking of Himself,) 
He hath seen the Father." And again Matt. xi. 
27, " Neither knoweth any man the Father save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son wUl re- 
veal Him." 

Therefore, as we thus learn that heaven is 
God*s dwelling place, so far as such a term is ap- 
plicable to a divine being, one of whose attributes 
is omnipresence ; as no man hath ascended up ttf 
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heaven ; as no man hath seen God, or approached 
the light in which He dwells ; as Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, and of course the faithful of all 
ages who are equally God's children, are now 
living and in a state of happy existence somewhere ; 
As in the parableof Dives, Abraham is represented 
by our Saviour as receiving Lazarus into 
Paradise; as He himself expressly declares His 
intended presence in Paradise at the hour of His 
death, and on His reappearance on earth declares 
that He has not yet ascended unto God ; it would 
seem to follow, on evidence as nearly approach- 
ing to demonstration, as so abstract a point may 
well permit, that Paradise is not heaven. 

Nothing can be without interest and importance 
that is eternal, and the distinction between pa-> 
radise and heaven makes clear^ what otherwise 
might appear conflicting testimony, as to our im« 
mediate re-existence in another form, when re- 
leased by death from that which we now occupy ; 
and those texts which speak of the resurrection at 
the last day. It may thus be clearly and satis- 
factorily comprehended^ that Paradise is the happy 
abode of the spirits of the just, and of the re- 
deemed, while in a state of separatioil from the 
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body ; and that heaven will be the Christian*si 
eventual and still more blessed reward, when^ at 
the great day of resurrection of all that are in the 
grave, man*s body will be raised in incorruption, 
to be re-united to the spirit, in form fashioned 
like unto Christ's glorious body. So fashioned, 
but still known as the same, even as the produce 
of seed sown in the ground is known on its repro. 
duction, whether plant, or flower, or tree, tho* the 
original seed has perished. I pause not a moment 
to anticipate difficulty or doubt on this point, it 
being obvious that God, who created man after 
His own image, can re-create him when and in 
what manner it seemeth good to Him. 

It is probably left to us to comprehend, that it 
is at this moment, of the re-union of man's body 
and soul, that the perfection of immortal felicity 
is attained ; that then, it is, man/' sees " his God, 
and in seeing becomes conscious of a new and 
blissful state of being, unknown, unthought of 
before; ** ahmng forth as the sun,'* in raiment 
** wlute as the Rg^ht,** and in heavenly companion- 
ship with the angels who have loved and watched 
over us through our earthly pilgrimage. 

All description fails us here, unless we may 
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receive the Revelation of ^* St. John the Divine," 
as intended to bring down to our mortal percep- 
tion the glory of heaven, by the splendid imagery 
that filled his own inspired mind. We know not 
in what degree, if any, earthly things may be made 
after the image of heavenly things, as the crea- 
ture after the Creator. 

The sublime Milton writes, 

" What if earth 
Be but the shadow of heaven, and things therein 
Each to other like, more than on earth is thought."* 

This, however, we may be assured of, that the 
beauty and magnificence described in the latter 
chapters of the Book of Revelation, were intended 

** By likening spiritual to coporeal forms/' 
to raise human conception to its highest flight in 
meditating on that which is to come. We know 
also that there, all that is evil in this world, is for 
ever shut out ; and that reflection alone^ opens a 
wide field for thought. Examining our position as 
we now exist, the simple removal of the ac- 
knowledged drawbacks from human contentmenti 
would, of its own negative force, increase almost 
beyond imagination all that we already so imper- 

* Paradise Lost. Book v. 
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fectly enjoy. Take away " pride^ Tain glory and 
hypocrisy, envy, hatred, and malice, and all un- 
charitableness,*' the pomps and vanities and deceits 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil; lightning 
and tempest, sickness^ cold, and hunger; strife, 
murder, death : then might our body, no longer 
subject to decay, be renewed in perpetual youth 
and beauty. The mind left free to expand in wis- 
dom and knowledge, life might be one long holiday, 
each man rejoicing in the sunshine of peace, of 
ease, and happiness, after his own will and dispo- 
sition. 

Thus might we pursue, in imagination, bound- 
less schemes of possible felicity, such as this 
world's experience would suggest, and wonderful 
would the possibility of such visions being realized, 
appear to us. But how does such wonder serve 
as a stepping stone only, to higher conceptions, 
or rather hope. How does all that imagination 
can present, fade before the distinct declara- 
tion, that the happiness '' prepared for them that 
love God," is such as ^' hath not entered into the 
heart of man*' even to conceive. 

Such is heaven as offered by God to man. 

Christian Believer ! It has been my earnest 
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and anxious endeavour, so far as cheerful labor 
and research have enabled me, to awaken atten- 
tion, or to confirm your courage, by truths full of 
comfort and gladness. I have shewn how much 
our religion may be viewed as one essentially of 
love, rather than of fear, and how immeasurably 
its promises exceed any object man can set be- 
fore him, as the end of exertion and pursuit. 

But far, very far, from my purpose is it, while 
reminding you of the inestimable prize before us, 
to lead you into false security, or to picture the 
path to eternity as one strewed only with flowers. 
It is rarely, even in this life, that the condition 
or advantage we covet as most desirable, is won 
without real effort, self-denial, and steady deter- 
mination : why then are we to expect, that a state 
of existence, so full of all that should ennoble the 
mind as we approach it, and which is so transcen- 
dandy beyond our desserts and hopes when 
obtained, should be ours without a struggle. 

But it may be ours ! 

All, all depends upon our own individual resolu- 
tion. None can hinder us, none can help us, none 
but God. Our security is in His mercy only. 
^ No man may deliver his brother, nor make agree- 
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ment unto Ood for him, for it cost more to redeem 
their souls."* 

We must press on to the prize of our high 
calling, till the Sahbath of death brings rest from 
our labour. 

If, like the keeper of the prison, who fell down 
before Paul and Silas, you ask, ^' Sirs, what shall 
I do to be saved ?*' The answer is in your Bible, 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved.f Humble thy heart to receive with the 
pure affection of a child the holy truths in that 
book of glad tidings. Therein only is safety. 
There your only infallible guide. There you will 
read ** If any lack wisdom let him ask of God that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, 
and it shall be given him. But let him ask in 
faith nothing wavering.**! *' Do we look for the 
true motives on which all our actions should be 
founded, there do they appear before us. Every- 
thing that can reconcile us to a variable world, 
and comfort a desponding heart, may there be 
met. If our faith in this revelation be firm, and 
firm it cannot but be if we dispassionately con- 

* Ps. xllx. t Acta zvi. SL % JameB l 5. 
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sider it, a prospect will open to our view which 
will recompense our severest sufferings, and the 
genial dew of heaven will gently fall on our 
grateful bosoms.* ** There need be neither 
presumption nor want of humility in our hopes of 
Hereafter. It is rather the reasonable fruit of faith, 
that believing in the happiness promised to man 
on certain conditions, purchased by the sacrifice 
of Christ, through God*s eternal love and mercy, 
we should look forward joyfully and trustingly, 
while we await patiently and cheerfully our ap- 
pointed time. 

And most precious to all should be the en- 
couragement and remembrance of this fact, that 
God, the Fountain of truth as of mercy, would not 
have held out tofraU man a reward not to be obtained : 
would not have said ''lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven," if by reason of the infirmity of our 
nature, the task had been beyond our strength — 
that strength which is freely and mercifully given 
to all who truly ask it. The rich, the poor, the 
learned, the simple, without respect of persons, 
may be all and equally the children of God, and 
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• 

the inheritors of the kingdom of heaven^ unless 
they cast their birth-right from them. 

'^ According as each man has the opportunity 
let him do good unto all men/'* " Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God whereby ye are sealed to the 

day of redemption/*t 

Let the consciousness that God unfailingly 
reads in our hearts the real motives of all we 
undertake, never fade from our minds. Then will 
the recollection of what is due to Him, from whom 
no secrets are hid, have a holy, purifying, and 
abiding influence on our thoughts and actions. 
Then may we cast all our care upon Him, for He 
careth for us, and trust to His mercy with a cheer- 
ful steadfiast faith, for " He will abundantly par- 
don '/*X will strengthen and comfort us in the path 
we have been called upon to tread, and will grant 
us the full measure of that redeeming mercy, the 
best exertions of the best among us, so truly need. 
Let it not be death that we fear, but lest we 
should grow weary in well doing ; lest our resolu- 
tion should relax, instead of becoming firmer and 
more fervent, as we approach the bright and 

• Gal. vi. 10. t EphcB. iv. 30. J Is. It. 7. 
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glorious eternity before us. Let our prayer be 
made unto God for the needful aid of His Holy 
Spirit^ and His blessing on our endeavours, and He 
will hear us, for thus is it written, " He will be 
very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry, 
when he shall hear it. He will answer thee."* ''And 
it shall come to pass, before thy call I will answer, 
and whilst they are yet speaking I will hear.'* 

Brethren and friends, thus also writes St« Paul, 
'* May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, that you may abound in 
hope through the power of the Holy Spirit/*! 

And " may He who is able to keep you from 
falling, and present you faultless before the pre- 
sence of His glory with exceeding joy,'*t have 
mercy upon all, for His sake ^* who gave Himself 
a ransom for all." 



* Is. XXX. 19. fBom. xv. 13. { Jade. 



